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2023 Award Categories:

Board Leadership Award
Executive Leadership Award
Community Impact Award 
Philanthropy Award

Volunteer Recognition Award
Newcomer Engagement Award
Collaboration of the Year Award 
Excellence in Social Innovation Award

Celebrating Excellence in the RMWB
Prosperous communities recognize and celebrate their strengths.  The
Heart of Wood Buffalo Excellence Awards celebrate leaders,
philanthropists and organizations that embody the spirit of
community innovation, capacity building, passion and dedication to
improving the quality of life in our region.  

This is why we consider them the Heart of Wood Buffalo! 
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To submit your nomination:
Visit:   heartofwoodbuffalo.ca
Select:  award category of your choice
Scroll and Fill: online form on that page

Call for Nominations
Community members are invited to submit nominations for social
profit leaders, philanthropists and community organizations that
embody the spirit of community innovation, capacity building and
leadership.

These individuals and organizations contribute to the quality of life in
Wood Buffalo. We’re looking for nominees who are professional,
inspiring, and exhibit sustainable, long-term effort and impact.

Selection Process
An awards selection committee has been formed and will select the
recipients from the eight award categories. Any selection committee
members associated with a particular nomination will not participate
in that specific selection process.

Nominations received before the end of day March 13th will be
reviewed. Nominees will be contacted should there be any questions or
concerns. Nominations received  will be considered as-is and may be
disqualified if incomplete.

Nominations will be accepted until the end of the day March 13, 2023. 
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Eligibility Requirements
Each Heart of Wood Buffalo Award is given to an individual, group,
organization or corporation in alignment with the criteria for that
award.

Only one recipient is selected for an award.  In some circumstances, no
recipient may be selected.

Individual nominees must be current residents of the Regional
Municipality of Wood Buffalo for at least 12 consecutive months as of
December 31, 2021.

Groups, organizations, or corporations must be based in the Regional
Municipality of Wood Buffalo or a local branch of a national or
international organization.  They must have operated in the
Municipality for at least one year as of December 31, 2021.

Current and former employees of FuseSocial Wood Buffalo Society are
not eligible for a Heart of Wood Buffalo Award for their direct work
with FuseSocial.

Nominees must not currently hold political office.

Recipients cannot subsequently receive an award in multiple categories
for the same achievement.

Recipients may not be nominated to win the same award category in
back-to-back years. However, they are permitted to both be nominated
for, and win different award categories, for different achievements in
consecutive years. 

The Heart of Wood Buffalo Excellence Awards selection committee
selects all award recipients and bases their decision solely on the
information provided in the nomination package.  All decisions are final.
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Award Categories

The Board Leadership Award recognizes exemplary leadership at the
community benefit (nonprofit) board level.  Nominees have experienced
exceptional board achievements in the nonprofit community.  They
embody the spirit of capacity building in the sector and, through their
actions and accomplishments, they are an inspiration to others within
the community.

Executive Leadership Award

The Executive Leadership Award recognizes exemplary leadership at
the community benefit (nonprofit) senior leader level.  Nominees for this
award have discovered new and better ways to address their
organization's needs despite the many demands, and sometimes too
few resources, faced by the community benefit sector.  Nominees have
found creative and efficient solutions to further the community benefit
organization's mission and make a difference in the lives of the people it
serves.

Community Impact Award

The Community Impact Award recognizes the positive and meaningful
effect a Community Benefit (nonprofit) organization has made in the
broader community resulting in clear and measurable change.  The
impact may be focused or broad, include short or long term outcomes,
but demonstrates an appreciable impact on the broader community.

Board Leadership Award
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This award honours an individual, business, or team whose outstanding
contribution of time, leadership and financial support over a sustained
period of time has made significant impacts throughout the Wood
Buffalo Region.

Volunteer Recognition Award 
-In honour of Bill Bloomfield

This Award celebrates people who invest in their communities and
inspire others through their outstanding volunteer work.

Before moving to British Columbia, Bill Bloomfield volunteered for
countless organizations throughout the 35 years he resided in Fort
McMurray.  His dedication, smile, and personality will never be
forgotten.  In celebration of his spirited engagement, we chose to name
our recognition award in his honour.

Philanthropy Award

- In honour of Lyle Leboldus

This award celebrates people who are new to the region (3 years or
less), but quickly support the community benefit sector through their
outstanding leadership, commitment to volunteer work, or
engagement/employment.  They have a passion for the community and
prove to be a tremendous advocate for the sector.

Created in memory of Lyle Leboldus, this award honours dedication,
leadership and engagement with our community.  

Newcomer Engagement Award 
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Nominees for the Collaboration of the Year Award demonstrate
outstanding commitment to collaboration within their community.
These nominees recognize the benefits that come from sharing
resources and expertise of individuals, local businesses, nonprofits or
charities for positive community impact. Through the synergy that
comes with community collaboration, the nominees have facilitated
increased sustainability, efficiency, impact and innovation in the
service they provide to their community. One collaborative partner
must be from a nonprofit organization or nonprofit social enterprise.

Nominees for the Excellence in Social Innovation Award demonstrate
agility and adaptability. They have recognized new and better ways to
address a need in the community despite ever increasing demands for
services, and decrease in capacity and resources. Nominees have
found innovative, creative and efficient solutions to make a difference
in the lives of others. Their innovative efforts have had a positive
impact on the community.

Collaboration of the Year Award

Excellence in Social Innovation Award
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To submit your nomination:
Visit:    heartofwoodbuffalo.ca
Select:  award category of your choice
Scroll and Fill: online form on that page
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General Questions and Information:

Who is eligible?
Individual nominees must be a current resident of the Regional Municipality of
Wood Buffalo for at least 12 consecutive months as of December 31, 2021. 
 Organizations/businesses must be located within the RMWB and/or have a branch
that operates locally.

What are the limitations of nominations?
Self-nominations will not be accepted.

If nominations are received for a Heart Awards Selection Committee member, that
individual will be removed from the selection process for that award category.

Staff or elected officials of both FuseSocial Wood Buffalo Society cannot be
nominated for their work at FuseSocial.

Organizations/groups/individuals may not be nominated to win the same award
category in back-to-back years. However, they are permitted to both to be
nominated for, and win different award categories in consecutive years. 

Do the nominees need to know they are being
nominated?

Yes, all nominees need to consent to the conditions by providing their e-mail
address in the online application form.  This way we can confirm information and
that the nomination is accepted.

How will the finalists and award recipients be selected?

A selection committee will review the nominations and finalists will be notified by e-
mail by the end of May 2023.  Award recipients will be announced at the awards
ceremony on June 7, 2023. Decisions of the selection committee are final.  All
finalists are encouraged to attend the awards ceremony as they will be recognized
at the event.
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